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Carlos: Balancing work and family
Name: Carlos Martinez     

Age: 40

Occupation: Official Court Reporter with Sonoma County, Calif., Courts

Number of Years in the Profession: 13  


Background

After high school, Carlos worked in the construction industry until he enrolled in a court reporting program in California. He completed the program in three years, graduating in 1994. After school, Carlos and his wife, whom he met at the college, opened their own deposition firm. In 2002, they sold the business and both became officials within the court system. For Carlos, court reporting is something of a “family business.” His wife, her sister, and her cousin are all court reporters as well.

Getting interested in the profession
Carlos’ best friend’s father when he was growing up was a court reporter, and five people from his high school class have ultimately entered the field. When he was 18, Carlos served on jury duty and found himself especially drawn to the work of the court reporter. He talked with her about the profession during breaks in the trial, and she encouraged him to pursue his interest in the profession. When he was ready to leave construction, Carlos turned his career sights toward a field that he knew he would find interesting, challenging, and personally satisfying. 

A “typical” day

Carlos says one of the things he likes about court reporting is the ability it gives him to balance work and family. “It’s a hard job,” he says, “until you compare it to being a welder in California in the summer. Plus you’re able to structure your time in a way that not a lot of other careers allow.” Carlos starts his day editing transcripts and working on dictionary entries for current trials. After helping his wife get their kids ready and off to school, Carlos commutes an hour to the Sonoma County Courthouse. The morning begins with 8:30 criminal calendars consisting of arraignments, pleas, and sentencings. These calendars will usually run until 10:30. After the calendars are completed, the rest of the day is spent in trial. Carlos works in a felony courtroom where trials can run the gamut from murders and gang violence to drug and sex offender cases. He usually works through lunch to complete transcripts and then will return to court for the afternoon session of the trial, and then heads home. He can work up to an additional one to two hours in the evening completing transcripts after the kids go to bed before calling it a day. “For people who are willing to learn the skills and put in the hours, it’s a stable career that pays well and offers a lot of satisfaction,” Carlos says. “It’s really something to know that the responsibility that you carry to work every day can change lives and have meaning.”

Best part of the job

Carlos says one of the best things about the job is that every day is different, and he’s constantly learning new things. “You can always make conversation at a party,” he says. But what he really enjoys is the fact that he’s been able to provide a good living for his family doing something he loves.

Most rewarding professional experience

Recently Carlos was the court reporter for a murder case where it became clear during the course of the motions that the wrong person had been accused. Seeing the suspect acquitted and being a part of that process reaffirmed his confidence in the legal system. “It’s rewarding to see the criminal justice system work the way it was meant to work,” he says. “It’s very reassuring.” 

Most interesting case

Carlos says the most interesting case he’s worked on involved allegations of sexual misconduct within the Catholic Church. “In cases like that you’re a real witness to history,” he says. “When everyone in America is asking, ‘How could something like this have happened?’ you’re sitting right there, every day, as the answers slowly get brought out before the jury.”

Main skills used on the job
“The skills I find myself using daily are English, grammar, research and, especially when I ran my own business, good customer relations.”

Advice for people considering entering the profession.
“You experience a lot more failure than success when you’re going through school. But if you stick with it, work hard and really apply yourself, once you finally master the skills and get out there working, it’s a great profession.”

